THE  BAGHDAD AIR MAIL

CHAPTER  I
THE MAKING OF THE AIR MAIL ROUTE

After the War of 1914-1918 Great Britain found
herself with a number of Royal Air Force squadrons in
Egypt, Palestine and Iraq. The Turk had been expelled
from the two latter countries, which had previously been
under his dominion. By the Peace Treaty they were
mandated to Great Britain. Egypt, on the other hand,
had been garrisoned by British troops since 1882,
During the War a British Protectorate was proclaimed,
In 1922 this was abolished and Egypt was given her
present limited independence,

One of the problems that confronted those who were
responsible for restoring order out of the chaos of the
shattered dominions of Turkey, was how to link up
Egypt, Palestine and Iraq, countries which over 2,000
years ago Alexander the Great conquered and absorbed
into his empire. As far as civilized communication was
concerned, between Palestine and Iraq there existed an
aching void- How was this to be bridged? The normal
route from the Land of the Two Rivers to the Mediter-
ranean was via the Euphrates to Damascus, where the
stretch of open desert was shortest, As in olden times
those who wished 1:o make the crossing had to go w %